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thrones, and shaking the very foundations of govern-
ment, they did not at first openly oppose the
Pontiff's views, but gradually and insidiously set
about creating alarm in his mind, and, above all,
sought to awaken doubts in the conscience of "the
Vicar of Christ." They calculated, and correctly,
that if they could not deter him from bestowing
mundane and political benefits on the Roman
people, they could at least make him believe that
in doing so he was betraying the interests and
influences of the Catholic Church, and they suc-
ceeded in arousing a tempest of indignation and
alarm in the mind of Pio Nono, until he felt it
his duty to take to flight, more in the cau.se of the
Eoman Catholic Church than from fears concerning
personal safety.

The. golden tints of an Italian sunset had faded
into that brief twilight which heralds darkness,
when a female, dressed in humble attire, was ad-
mitted to the garden of the Vatican by a gentle-
man in the confidence of the Pope. Neither of the
persons spoke as they made their way to a portion
of the palace not generally inhabited. On arriving
at the foot of a dark and narrow staircase, the
gentleman took from his pocket one of those little
knots of twisted wax-taper which the Italians carry
about with them, and lighted it; then, without
uttering a word, he beckoned the lady to follow
him, and proceeded up the narrow stone staircase,
which, after many windings, led to a door, on which
three raps were given by the mysterious guide.
Almost immediately the door was opened by Pio
Nono himself, and the guide, making way for the
lady, retired. This was Madame Dodwell, to whom
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